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go on marching without being held up ab Rohrbacji.
It the enemy was not less than thnteen miles distant,
the brigade had nothing to feai for the whole day.

That information was not sought, but, as anxiety
prevailed, the bugade stopped at Rohrbach, they
spent the night from the 5th to the 6th under arms

Paralysed by wrong topographical views, the brigade
halted. It thus evaded its orders Ignoring the true
meaning of security, incapable of guarding itself, it
did not take any rest and entered upon the following
day's work with tired troops.

As for the Fifth Corps, the result of its numerous
errors was the following situation, on the evening of
the 5th:

Guyot de Lcspart division, at Bitche;

Goze division, at Fremdenberg;

Maussion    division    and    aitillery    reserve,    at

Rohrbach;
Lapasset brigade  and  supply   column, at  Sarre-

guemmes

Instead of aiming at concentration, wrong theories
were suffered to rule right through Instead of a
military spirit and mental discipline, we have here
personal views, ignorance of secunty As a result, on
the evening of the 5th, the army corps, which ought
to have been, and could have been, concentrated at
Bitche, was spread out on all the twenty-two miles
between that place and Sarreguemmes

The picture was to change during that same night

By a dispatch sent out from Metz, on the morning of
August 5th, the Fifth Corps had been placed under
Marshal de MacMahan The Major-Geneial, who trans-
mitted this decision, believed the three divisions of the
Fifth Corps had met at Bitche in the evening Marshal
de MacMahon, for his part, telegraphed at 8 p m to
General de Failly.

" Come to Reichshoffen as soon as possible with your
whole army corps " He ended by saying. " I expect
you to join me in the course of to-morrow "

Here was again a very cleai order to be carried out :
to come as soon as possible

General de Failly answered at 3 a.m. on the 6th: